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Wedding Packages

Standard wedding packages* include the following:

• Ceremony and Reception Venue

• Rehearsal (evening prior) and set-up  (day of event)

• Twenty benches provided for ceremony to seat 100  ,     

• Basic wooden arbor available for ceremony

• Ample parking

• Tables and chairs (details for each venue follow)

• Optional discounted tour rates of $20/guest

• Use of indoor restrooms

• CSV staff representative on the night of the event

• Trash receptacle on site

* Additional customization or venues may be added for an extra charge. In some cases, an event may mix or match
venues, having a ceremony at one and a reception at another.

Canterbury Shaker Village

WEDDINGS AT 
THE VILL AGE  
Revered as “Holy Ground” for two centuries, Canterbury Shaker Village is a National Historic 
Landmark with deep architectural, societal, and spiritual significance. The Village offers a mix of rustic 
and authentic buildings and barns as well as a modern gathering space for your wedding experience. 
In addition, the Garden Barn Lawn, overlooking Turning Mill Pond, is available for outdoor ceremonies 
and/or tented receptions. Hosting a wedding on this sacred site is a privilege, and the Village 
welcomes interested parties who are willing to honor the rich history and profound legacy of the 
world’s most successful and longest-lasting Utopian society.  
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Wedding Ceremonies at Canterbury Shaker Village
Wedding ceremonies may take place on the Garden Barn Lawn overlooking Turning Mill 
Pond to the east, and mountain views to the south, or in the maple tree-lined Meeting 
House Lane with pastoral views to the south. In the event of inclement weather, an indoor 
option is available. 

Ceremonies may be scheduled starting at 4:00pm. 

Ceremony Rehearsal & Dinner
While a basic Ceremony rehearsal is included in the wedding package, a sit-down rehearsal 
dinner option is also available. Requests must be submitted in writing a month prior to the 
event and approved by Village staff.

Rehearsal dinners are priced at $1,500 and may last up to three hours, beginning at 
5:00pm and concluding no later than 10:00pm. 

Wedding Setup & Breakdown
Setup may begin on event day at 10:00am. All celebrations must conclude by  10:30pm. 
Guests must vacate and clean-up must be completed by 11:30pm.
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The Garden Barn & the Great Lawn

Availability: May – October

Great Lawn Capacity: Unlimited

Garden Barn Capacity: 50

The Great Lawn overlooking the pond near the 
gardens is ideal for large tented weddings parties 
of any size.

The Garden Barn is also perfect for smaller, 
intimate weddings.

Tents or tables and chairs are not provided for 
outdoor receptions. You may coordinate with an 
outside rental company for these items.

Includes:

• Rectangular, rustic tables

• Reproduction Shakers chairs

• Twinkle lights strung on rafters

• Use of the Garden Lawn (no tent)
The Horse Barn

Availability: May – October

Capacity: 125

Includes:

• Reproduction maple tables

• Reproduction trestle tables

• Reproduction Shaker chairs

• Patio with additional seating

• Twinkle lights on upper level

• Four space heaters for cooler evenings

• Bathrooms next door

Wedding Reception Venues
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The Hubbard Gallery

 Availability: Year-round 

Capacity: 100

Includes:

• 60” round tables (lightweight)

• Chairs

• Wireless microphone and speaker 
system with Bluetooth capabilities

• WiFi access

• Rectangular folding tables

• Bathrooms on lower level

• Heated
The North Shop 
Availability: May – October 

Capacity: 120 at full capacity

Includes:

• Rectangular, rustic tables

• Reproduction low-back Shaker chairs

• Bar area

• Four space heaters for cooler evenings
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Rental Items

If additional tables and chairs are required, ,   or you 
wish to rent linens, the wedding coordinator can 
provide rental company contacts.  Renter is 
responsible for coordinating, contracting, paying 
for, and assumes responsibility for all rented items. 
Rental information must be communicated to the 
wedding coordinator at least 2 weeks in advance.

Outdoor reception clients must rent tent, tables, 
chairs, dance floor, linens, etc. CSV tables and chairs 
provided may not be used outdoors.

On-site Event Coordination

• Assistance from Village staff with questions and
site-specific logistics.

• Meeting with couple  two weeks prior and day
prior to discuss and finalize details.

• Village staff is not responsible for set up or
breakdown of any furniture, clean up, garbage
removal, table bussing, bartending, serving.

• A Village staff member will  be present during
ceremony rehearsal, set up, and event day.

• Provide direction to guests, and vendors
as needed.

Tours
Private tours of the Village may be 
arranged for your guests for $20 per 
person with a 20 person minimum . The 
Village requests that tour numbers be 
finalized at least 2 weeks in advance. 

Membership
All couples married at the Village will be 
made complementary members! The 
$75 family membership is our wedding 
gift to you. Members enjoy many 
benefits, from discounts in the museum 
store and on tours, to invitation to 
special members-only events.
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2  Renter is responsible for removal of all food, 

drink, and refuse from the premises, bag trash 
neatly, separate recycling, and place waste in 
the designated area at end of the event. Trash 
containers and bags are provided.  .  Renter must 
leave premises in the same condition as 
found. 

3   Clients must hire one of the Village’s approved 
catering and bartending companies. Bartenders 
will also be required to submit proof of insurance 
and any applicable food permits, and a copy of 
their liquor liability insurance certificate. All 

alcohol must be served by a caterer or insured bar 
tending service. Caterers are required to meet with 
Village staff 2 weeks prior to the event date to 
discuss details. Please inquire for contacts. 

4  Nothing may be hung on the walls, windows, 
window frames, or pillars of the building 
during a rental without permission of the 
Village.  The Village strives to honor Shaker 
values in decor, therefore plastic is prohibited. 
decor must be approved by the Village. All 
tables must be covered in someway, with 
linens or paper. 

5  Renter is responsible for set up before the 
event and clean up after the event. All set up 
must be done on the event day starting at 
10:00 am. The Village is flexible, please 
inquire about the possibility of additional set 
up time. 

6 Renters must exercise discretion on volume of 

any music played during the rental period and no 
music may be played while the Village is open to 
visitors. No amplified music may be played on the 
Village grounds after 10:30 pm.

7 Renters are responsible for the orderly conduct 
of their guests, and they shall comply with 
any and all direction and requests of the 
Village representative in charge of the event. 
Youth must be accompanied by a responsible 
adult at all times while on the Village grounds. 

8  There shall be no smoking and no lit candles.
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Canterbury Shaker Village Rental Policies & Guidelines

 As part of the rental contract, renters are 

required to provide a $500 security deposit. The 
security deposit is to ensure the rented buildings 
are clean and undamaged. This includes removal 
of linens, rental items, décor and personal items; 
proper disposal of garbage. The Village is happy to 
return the full security deposit within 10 business 
days after the event if these conditions are met.

Fires, propane, pyrotechnics, wish lanterns, fire 

pits, Sterno canned heat, and open flames of 

any kind are not allowed in any area of the 

facility or on the grounds of the facility, 
including the parking lot. Grills are permitted 
only if supervised by a professional caterer. Fire 
extinguishers will be provided by the Village. 

The Village will provide the Hubbard Gallery as 
the rain back up option for the Ceremony. The 
Village does not provide refunds on rental 
payments because of rain.

Guests are required to park in the parking lots 
on the west side of Shaker Road.   Provision can 
be made for limited transportation of mobility-
impaired guests into the Village.

If there is a need for cancellation, the Village must 
be notified during regular business hours at least 
one week in advance by calling the office at 
603-783-9511 x205. The 50%   deposit is non-
refundable; however, we will refund the balance 
and security deposit (if it has already been paid) as 
long all requirements are met.

A requested date may be held for no 
longer than 2 weeks without the return of 
the rental agreement and 50% non-
refundable deposit and security deposit. 
The final balance of rental fee is due 2 
weeks prior to event. 
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